
September 2, 2021, Commission Meeting Minutes

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2021, MOUNT EPHRAIM COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

IN-PERSON MEETING HELD 7:00PM AT BOROUGH HALL
MEETING CALL TO ORDER/OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS STATEMENT 
Mayor Tovinsky called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the “Pledge of Allegiance” and the “Open Public Meetings Act” statement.  He welcomed all to the meeting.  
ROLL CALL
The Clerk called the roll with Commissioner Gies, Commissioner Wolk and Mayor Tovinsky present.  Also present for the Borough were Solicitor Justin Strausser and Engineer Scott Smith from KEI Engineers. 
PROCLAMATION 
Present were members and coaches of the Mount Ephraim Hawks Girls Softball District 14 Champions.  Mayor Tovinsky announced that we are recognizing these girls for their accomplishments in winning the District 14 championship.  He read the proclamation and called up the team members and coaches individually and presented them with a proclamation.  He added that this year was dedicated to Shorty Eggers and they could not have done a better job living up to him.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

July 27, 2021, Caucus meeting, August 5, 2021, Commission meeting minutes were submitted for review and approval.  On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the minutes were approved with all in favor.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS
Mayor Tovinsky announced that vouchers in the amount of $837,220.09 were submitted for approval.  On a motion by Commissioner Gies second by Commissioner Wolk, the vouchers as submitted were approved with the following poll vote:  Gies-yes; Wolk-yes; Tovinsky-yes.
ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION

The Clerk read the following ordinances by title one at a time:

Ord. 2021-14
Bond Ordinance Authorizing Supplemental Funding for the Acquisition of Certain Real Property as Part of the Central Business Redevelopment Plan in and for the Borough of Mount Ephraim; Appropriating the Sum of $50,000 Therefor; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes of the Borough of Mount Ephraim in the Aggregate Principal Amount of up to $50,000; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing

Mayor Tovinsky opened the public hearing on ordinance 2021-14.  He asked participants to please state your name for the record.  Comments are limited to five minutes per person.

Seeing no public question or comment, on a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the public hearing on this ordinance was closed. 
On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, Ordinance 2021-14 was adopted with the following poll vote:  Gies-yes; Wolk-yes; Tovinsky-yes.  
Ord. 2021-15
Amending the 2021 Salary Ordinance for Non-union Employees and Officials of the Borough of Mount Ephraim

Mayor Tovinsky opened the public hearing on ordinance 2021-15.  He asked participants to please state your name for the record.  Comments are limited to five minutes per person.

Seeing no public question or comment, on a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the public hearing on this ordinance was closed. 

On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, Ordinance 2021-15 was adopted with the following poll vote:  Gies-yes; Wolk-yes; Tovinsky-yes.  

Ord. 2021-17
Bond Ordinance Authorizing The Environmental Remediation of Cleveland Avenue In The Borough Of Mount Ephraim, County of Camden, New Jersey; Appropriating The Sum of $300,000 Therefor; Authorizing The Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes of The Borough of Mount Ephraim, County of Camden, New Jersey, In The Aggregate Principal Amount Of Up To $285,000 Making Certain Determinations And Covenants; And Authorizing Certain Related Actions In Connection With The Foregoing
Mayor Tovinsky opened the public hearing on ordinance 2021-17.  He asked participants to please state your name for the record.  Comments are limited to five minutes per person.

Seeing no public question or comment, on a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the public hearing on this ordinance was closed. 

On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, Ordinance 2021-17 was adopted with the following poll vote:  Gies-yes; Wolk-yes; Tovinsky-yes.  

ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION ON FIRST READING
The Clerk read the following ordinances by title:

Ord. 2021-16
Amending Chapter 525, Zoning, Regarding Fence Heights on Corner Lots

On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, this ordinance was approved on first reading with the following poll vote:  Gies-yes; Wolk-yes; Tovinsky-yes.  Mayor Tovinsky announced that this ordinance will be considered for adoption after proper notice and a public hearing to be held during the October 7, 2021, commission meeting.  
RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA
Clerk Shannon read the following resolutions for approval by consent agenda: 
21-68
Authorizing an Agreement with Camden County for Use of Little League Fields

21-69
Authorizing a Chapter 159, Approving Items of Revenue and Expense, for American Rescue Plan Funds Received

On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the resolution consent agenda was approved with the following poll vote:  Gies-yes; Wolk-yes; Tovinsky-yes. Resolution consent agenda was approved. 

REPORTS AND COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS
Commissioner Gies read highlights from the July Municipal Court report stating that funds turned over to the Borough were $6552.45.  He then read highlights from the Fire Department report. They one vehicle fire, three MVA’s, one animal rescue, three natural gas releases, 14 mutual aid calls, seven alarm systems and they had three drills.  Their hoagie sale will be September 11 and on October 9 will be the Heroes run, Commissioner Gies then read highlights from the Police Department report for July from Chief Conte.  They answered 677 calls for service and he read highlights of the calls. They also had 139 vehicle stops and issued 128 motor vehicle summonses.  He reported they had 26 adult arrests and he read a summary of the charges.  Police, Fire, Ambulance and OEM did a great job yesterday in the bad weather.  Good job by everybody in my department.  The animal rescue was for a cat stuck under a heater.  
Commissioner Wolk read the details from the Tax Collector’s report for August 2021, reporting total receipts of $3,314,018.41.  We had lien redemptions totaling $46,522.77.  Tax sale is scheduled for October 19, there are presently 135 items in the sale but most will be cleaned up before the sale. 
Engineer Scott Smith reported on the following projects: 

◦Field work for Lake Street is scheduled for end of September. 

◦For Idora and Linden, the contractor will be starting on September 7 with milling, stoning and basing on both roads.  

◦James Street is complete and there is one house left that needs more topsoil.  

◦Drainage at Lowell will also have survey and field work performed at the end of this month.  
◦Regarding the Sacred Heart Church project, the redevelopment report will be heard on September 27.  There are two publications that are required and certified notices to the affected owners.

Mayor Tovinsky read highlights from the Construction Office report for August. They issued 20  permits for a total of $3,757.00, one vacant property registration for $500.00 and 20 resale CO’s for $2400.00.  Public Works collected single stream recycling of 57,840 pounds and 159 tons of trash for a cost of $13,278.04.  They resurfaced the basketball court at Shining Star Park and it looks great—we are getting great reviews.  For the reinspection by the Barrington Fire Alliance, everything passed.  Public Works also did a big brush clean-up next to the Budget Inn so no one can camp out there.  We had Rite Air work on the AC unit in the Tax Office.  We have Haddon Tree coming in next week to clear 2/3 of the area next to the motel.  We also took down a tree today that fell last night on a car on Garfield.  He congratulated everyone on the purchase of Sacred Heart.  We will be meeting with the developers next month for the next steps.  We hope to be able to offer anything that is remaining in the church to the community but we will get legal advice on this first.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mayor Tovinsky opened the meeting to the public and asked that residents state their name for the record. Seeing no public in attendance, on a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the public portion was closed.  
On a motion by Commissioner Gies, second by Commissioner Wolk, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm.    
Approved:
Terry Shannon    
Terry Shannon, Municipal Clerk
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