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From the Commissioners...

Well, what can we say about a winter like the one we have had so far! | cannot say enough about how our
Public Works employees worked around the clock to clear our streets and make what at times seemed
impossible, possible. They didn’t sleep or take lunch breaks but just continued to work and did what needed
to be done. We are very grateful and want to extend sincere thanks for a job well done! We also want to
extend our gratitude to all of our emergency personnel. The Fire Company, all volunteers, spent all night at
the firehouse so they could be prepared for any emergency that could possibly arise. We want to say a big
“Thank You” to them as well. And also to our Police Department who spent their shifts out in the very
difficult elements and provided invaluable assistance to Public Works by assisting with parked vehicles that
hindered plowing efforts and made sure residents had their sidewalks cleared so our kids could walk to
school safely following the storms. Finally, to the Tax Office staff that trudged their way into work when
many were warm and safe at home and to our residents for their cooperation during plowing and for working
so hard and helping one another to get sidewalks cleared. The whole town really came together during very
difficult storms. Let’'s hope we don’t have another winter like this one anytime soon!

This spring, some important projects will be starting in our Borough. First, the Streetscape Improvements to
Kings Highway, Phase I, will begin in early spring. Phase Il will include paver sidewalks, replacement of
curbs, crosswalks and driveway aprons and landscape items and will be a continuation of Phase | which
was completed previously. Also, the resurfacing of Delaware Avenue from Fourth Avenue to Second
Avenue will begin in the spring. Construction for both of these projects is funded through grants received
from the NJ Department of Transportation. Lastly, we received word in December that we were awarded
$755,000, also through the NJDOT, for the drainage improvements to Bell Road. This project is currently in
the design stage and is critical to construction of the new firehouse and we are very grateful to
Congressman Andrews for helping us to secure the funding.

The Borough is trying to establish a “Green Team”, a group of volunteer residents who would focus on
environmental issues and green projects throughout the Borough. If you would like to participate, please
call Borough Hall at 931-1546. Also, | want to remind all clubs and organizations to please be sure to utilize
the “Messenger” to get information out to the community. This is the vehicle through which you can
communicate with the whole town. Our editor, Colleen Cullen, does a great job with the “Messenger” and
would love to have articles from all the town organizations.

Our 3 Annual Craft and Classic Car Show will be Saturday, April 24. The Celebration Committee does a
great job pulling this together so be sure to come out for a good time!

Also, please visit the Borough’s website at www.mountephraim-nj.com for current information about
happenings throughout our town. Happy Spring!



http://www.mountephraim-nj.com/

News From Borough Hall

TAX INFORMATION

The State of New Jersey has
recently mailed out application forms for the
Property Tax Reimbursement Program to
eligible seniors and eligible disabled persons
receiving Federal Social Security disability
benefits. The program is also known as the
Freeze Program and reimburses eligible
individuals for property tax increases.

To be eligible, residents must be at
least 65 in each of the two years preceding
the year in which the applicant first applies.
Applicants must also have been
homeowners or renters in New Jersey for at
least 10 continuous years and must have
owned their current residence for at least the
last 3 years. The program also requires that
the full amount of property taxes be paid for
the base year, which is the first year in which
application is made, up through the year
being claimed for reimbursement. Residents
claiming a reimbursement for 2009 may not
exceed an income level of $70,000 for 2008
and $80,000 for 2009.

New applicants can obtain a form
from the State of New Jersey by calling
1-800-323-4400 or can call 1-800-882-6597
if there are additional questions.

Residents are also reminded that
2nd Quarter Property Taxes and the local
Sewer bill will be due on May 1st.

ASSISTANCE FOR SENIORS IN
COMPLETING INCOME TAX
FORMS:

The AARP provides free assistance to
seniors in the preparation of Income Tax
Forms at various locations in Camden
County. A listing of nearby locations and
hours is available at the Borough Hall Tax
Office.

CONSTRUCTION OFFICE

As we approach spring, many are
undoubtedly thinking about swimming pools,
patios, decks and other home improvement
projects. In thinking about these projects,
homeowners are asked to try to plan ahead
in completing building permit applications
well before the work is scheduled so there is
ample time to prepare the necessary
paperwork for residents. When work is
completed on any of these projects, please
make every effort to allow enough time to
schedule an inspection. Since the
construction officials work on a part-time
basis, it is not always possible to schedule
an inspection on demand. Every effort will
be made to schedule all inspections in a
timely manner.

Residents are also reminded that the
Construction Office hours are Monday
through Friday from 8:45 AM to 4:45 PM.

From the Borough Garage...

During Snowstorms:

e Please hold trash until the
following week.

e If you have a driveway, please
park in it and not on the street.

e Do not throw snow into the
middle of the street after the
plow has gone by.

Trash will be collected on Good
Friday, April 2nd -

12" with pick-up every Monday until
October 4™,




American Legion Post 150
An Open Letter To All Local and
County Veterans
The veterans of American Legion
Post 150, located in Mount Ephraim, are
seeking your assistance. None could have
foreseen what is presently happening to our
Veterans organizations. As the economy
has suffered and the demands on personal
time and volunteerism of every citizen has
increased, our aged veterans, who have
supported and sustained post military
service organizations with their membership

dollars and personal dedication are depleting.

They have sought to safeguard the rights and
benefits afforded all who have served their
country, and have been there to help when
assistance was needed. They have lobbied to
give all soldiers and veterans the sustained
support they deserve. But they are leaving us
at the rate of approximately 2,000 per day,
and where are those who will carry on the
work of caring about their fellow service
members? They are YOU!!

Our members of Post 150 support
and participate in our Borough’s activities
including Memorial Day Ceremonies, July
4" parade, Veterans Day Ceremonies and
the annual Christmas parade. We
concentrate our efforts to do all in our power
to help the Veterans and the school children,
not only those of our service men and
women but all within this borough.

Ladies and gentlemen, if you are a
Veteran of any branch of service, |
encourage you to contact us to learn about
the benefits afforded you by being an
American Legion member. Without your
help it will not be long before there are no
Veterans organizations left to help you in
your future years.

Now is time to step up and be
counted. Please contact us at either the E-
Mail address or phone number listed below.
We need you today if we are to be here for
you and your children, tomorrow.

E-Mail al.post150@verizon.net
Phone (856) 931-7785

Rotary Club
Service Above Self

The Mount Ephraim Rotary Club, one of
the oldest service organizations in town, has
many projects this Spring in its desire to
help the community and people throughout
the world by raising funds to distribute or
doing things that will help.

On March 27th we have our annual Wine
and Beer Tasting at the Sacred Heart
Church. Come and join your friends and
neighbors for an evening of wine and beer
tasting with products from all over the world,
along with great food and appetizers to
compliment the tasting.

April 24 is Rotary's' Hands Across the
District. The Mt. Ephraim Club, along with
all the other Rotary Clubs in South Jersey
will be having a special project to raise
funds to finally eliminate Polio throughout
the world. This year we will be working
with the Mount Ephraim Rotary Interact
Club at Audubon High School at the Craft
Fair where we will have our own table so
that everyone can help us help to eliminate
this terrible disease the is still crippling
people in the world.

Again, Mount Ephraim Rotary will co-
sponsor, with the Mount Ephraim Fire
Company, the West/Sylvester Memorial
Golf Tournament.

As usual the Rotary Club will have both
a girls softball team and boys minor league
team on the field this year.

If you are interested in learning more
about the Mount Ephraim Rotary Club, or
more information on these activities, contact
Dan Bradford at dannybradford@gmail.com

60 Plus Club

The 60 Plus Club will meet the last
Thursday of the month beginning again
March 25", All senior citizens are
invited to The John West Center on
Kings Highway. Please contact Betty
Marshall with any questions, 931-2439.
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Mount Ephraim Public Schools

The school calendar of events for the months
of March, April, May and June is as follows:

March 30" - End of 3 Marking Period
April 1 — Early Dismissal

April 2" — 9™ _ Spring Vacation

April 12" — Schools Reopen

April 15" - Report Cards Issued

April 20" & 21% — Parent/Teacher
Conferences at Mary Bray

May 7" Early Dismissal - Teacher’s In-Service
May 7" - Interims Issued

May 20" — RWK Spring Concert 7:30pm —
RWK Multi-Purpose Room

May 31% — Schools Closed — Memorial Day
June 14™ — June 18" - Early Dismissal
June 18™ - Last Day of School for Students

School emergency closings will be
broadcast on KYW Radio (1060). The
emergency closing number is 591. Channels 3,
6 and 10 will also be broadcasting our
emergency closings this year as well.

The school phone numbers are: R. W.
Kershaw School — 931-1634
Mary Bray School — 931-7807

Each teacher has a voice “mail box”
that can be accessed by calling the school
number and listening to the voice prompts.

Remember that both schools are
equipped with a “buzz in” and video system
that require a visitor to be identified prior to
admission into the building.

Parents, babysitters and friends are
asked to be very careful when dropping off or
picking up students at either school. Please
have the students exit and enter the vehicle on
the proper side and always be aware that
children may be cutting across traffic or
between parked cars.

You should be aware that you can
access the schools’ website by entering
www.mtephraimschools.org.

Feral Cat Problem—Need for

Community Volunteers
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We have been having a feral cat problem in
the Borough. Feral cats are those that live
outdoors and are not socialized to humans
thus making them un-adoptable.
Representatives from the Gloucester City
“Trap-Neuter-Release” program attended a
commission meeting to talk about the
success of their program. This program
traps feral cats, neuters and immunizes them
and they are then released back into the
community. The program prevents the cats
from reproducing and eventually the
population diminishes. In Gloucester City,
they have seen a 40% reduction in the feral
cat population since the program began.
This is also a more humane way of handling
the problem since just trapping the cats
usually results in the cats being euthanized
because the shelters cannot handle the
volume. The Borough is interested in
exploring the possibility of a “trap-neuter-
release” program but we need your help. In
order for a program like this to be successful,
we need a core of volunteers who are willing
to run the program. Volunteers would gather
the traps and take the cats to be neutered
and immunized and then would return the
cats and release them. If you would be
interested in helping out with such a program,
please call Borough Hall at 856-931-1546
and leave your contact information.
Representatives from the Gloucester City
program have offered to help us get the
program set-up so as soon as we have a list
of volunteers compiled, we will schedule an
information meeting. Thank you in advance
for your help.
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REMINDERS FROM THE
MOUNT EPHRAIM
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Borough Curfew Hours:
Sunday-Thursday 9:30PM
Friday & Saturday 10:00PM

DOGS: All dogs within the Borough
must be licensed and have their
updated rabies vaccination. Dog
licenses must be renewed January of
each year at the Borough Hall. There is
also an ordinance prohibiting dogs from
running at large so please keep your
dog on a leash or properly secured on
your property.

Dumpsters: Roll-off dumpsters are
regulated by Borough Ordinance. These
regulations prohibit any roll-off type
dumpster on any roadway within the
Borough without proper authorization.
The dumpster should be placed on the
property whenever possible. If this is
not possible due to reasonable
circumstances, authorization must be
obtained from the Office of the Chief
of Police, prior to the dumpster being
placed on the roadway. This
authorization may be granted provided
the dumpster has proper reflective
markings, dumpster size, the location,
the duration and that no other road
hazards exist. It is the sole
responsibility of the dumpster company
to obtain this authorization. However,
cooperation and coordination from the
contractor and the property owner will
prevent any inconvenience and delay
for you.

Snow Emergency Parking:

The Mount Ephraim Police department
would like to thank all Borough
residents for their cooperation in
complying with the snow emergency
Parking Regulations this winter. Again
to remind you of the regulations they
are as follows. During any snow storm

where the accumulation has covered
the roadways, Borough Ordinance No.
94-15 requires that all vehicles within
the Borough are to be parked on the
side of the roadway on which the odd
numbered addresses are located. Leave
the side of the roadway, with the even
numbered addresses, clear of all
parked vehicles. Residents with
driveways are asked to park their
vehicles in their driveways. This will
allow the Department of Public Works
to plow and clear the roadway more
effectively for all Emergency Vehicles
and all other vehicles as well. These
parking regulations shall remain in
effect after the snow has ceased and
until the roadways have been plowed
sufficiently. Do not park your vehicle
along the side of the roadway where
snow has not been cleared up to the
curb. This narrows the roadway
passageway and causes traffic
obstruction. Vehicles in violation will
be ticketed and towed.
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Block Parties: Block Parties are
permissible within the Borough under
strict guidelines including prior
authorization from the Mayor,
Commissioners and Chief of Police. All
requests for Block Parties shall be
made by contacting the Office of the
Chief of Police.

Car and Craft Show: The Mount
Ephraim Celebration Committee will be
holding their Car & Craft show again
this year on April 24", 2010. During
that date from 6:00am till 4:00pm West
Kings Hwy. from Black Horse Pike to
Market Street will be closed to all
traffic.



Mount Ephraim Fire Department

The long winter months are
coming to an end and this year more
than any we are looking forward to the
warm weather activities. The fire
department reminds you to use extra care
this year when starting your propane
grills. Check your batteries in your
smoke detectors and your CO detectors.
If you need assistance contact us on any
Thursday evening at the firehouse and
we will come out and check them for
you.

The Department will be having a
Phillies Summer “Halladay”
Sweepstakes. Tickets are available by
calling the firehouse at 931-6532 and we
will make arrangements on how to get
the tickets. A $10.00 donation will give
you a chance to win 6 tickets to the
following games:

NY Mets 5/2

SD Padres 6/6

Col. Rockies 7/25

NY Mets 8/8

Mil. Brewers 9/5
The tickets are in Section 137 / Row
3land all are Sunday games. Proceeds
from this fund raiser will be used for fire
fighter training and safety.

Other fund raisers and events for
the Fire Department are as follows:

Saturday Hoagie sales:

April 10

May 8
Hoagies are $ 3.50 each and can be
picked up at the Firehouse or we can
deliver them by calling 931-6532.

Saturday April 24™ will be our
annual Fire Awareness Day during the
Town’s Craft Show. The activities this
year will be at the Lambert Avenue
Firehouse and along Station Ave. This
year the Department is celebrating 100
years of service to the Borough and we
will again have shirts and other items
that can be purchased to commemorate
this milestone. New this year, we will be
selling collector “Challenge Coins” that
are custom crafted and unique to the
MEFD.

We will also be dedicating the
Lambert Avenue Station as the future
site of the Charles P. Dougherty, Sr.
Senior Center when we move out and
into our new facility on Bell Road. At
10:00am we will have a ceremony
dedicating the building in memory of
Charles “Pop Doc” Dougherty Sr. a 56
year member of the United Fire Co. # 1
and the Mount Ephraim Fire Department.
Come see the renovations that have been
done in anticipation of this building
becoming the future site of the Senior
Center and for other organizations to use.

On Friday, May 28" the 8"
Annual Jim Sylvester & John West Golf
outing will take place at the Freeway
Golf Club. For more information on this
and other upcoming events and recent
news, visit www.mefd.org.

Mount Ephraim Public Library
931-6606
Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri - 1:00-4:30
Tues. 9:30- 1:00
Wed. - 5:00- 8:00
Wednesday, April 21* at 7pm-
Springtime Story!
Wednesday, May 19" at 7pm- Butterfly
Story time!
Children ages 3 and up are welcome to
listen to special stories and make a
craft.
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| Celebration Committee

The Celebration Committee is planning
on having a Craft Show and Classic Car
Show on April 24™ from 9:00am to
3:00pm. This year’ crafts will have a
four-season theme, inviting crafters to
bring items for winter, spring, summer,
and fall! The event will be held on Kings
Highway, a portion of which will be
closed to traffic. We have been working
closely with the commissioners, police
and fire departments, town businesses
and town organizations. If you are a
crafter or know of someone that may be
interested in participating in our event
please contact us for registration
information. In addition to the support
of the already mentioned organizations
and businesses, we need our neighbors

to also support us on the day of the event.

In order for this to be a successful event
we are asking the residents that live on
Kings Highway and closest to Kings
Highway from Center Avenue to Market
Street to please be mindful that vendors
and guests to our town will need a place
to park. Ifitis at all possible to park in
your driveways or further down your
street for the event, we would greatly
appreciate your assistance.

We have various crafters and non-craft
vendors and organizations registered to
participate. The Mount Ephraim Fire
Department will also hold their annual
April Awareness Day with various
displays and demonstrations planned.
Please plan to spend the day with your
neighbors and friends and enjoy
shopping and the events planned for the
day.

If you would like to attend our meetings,
they are held on the fourth Tuesday of
every month at 7:00pm in the Borough
Hall. You are invited to stay updated
with our events by visiting the town
website at www.mountephraim-nj.com
and following the link for the celebration
committee. If you would like to register
for the craft and classic car show please
contact Karen at (856) 931-9579 or Lil
at (856) 931-3080.

Finally, the members of the committee
would like to sincerely thank the
residents of Mt. Ephraim who have
supported us monetarily through our
Fund Drive letter. Donations are still
welcomed and greatly appreciated. We
truly appreciate your support and look
forward to working with and doing more
for our town in the future. We also
appreciate your support in attendance to
the functions that we have sponsored
already and look forward to seeing
everyone at the Craft and Classic Car
Show. Without the support of our town
and commissioners, all of our efforts
would be in vain. We may be small town
but we have a BIG HEART.

Thank you for recycling! We saved
a TON of money through your
efforts. Remember that most
cardboard boxes and aluminum
containers that you purchase are
recyclable.
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