MINUTES OF THE MAY 1, 2008 GENERAL MEETING OF THE HONORABLE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOROUGH OF MT. EPHRAIM

MEETING CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Wolk called the meeting to order.
SALUTE TO FLAG:
All present pledged their allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

ROLL CALL:


PRESENT

ABSENT

Commissioner Gilmore

____x___

_______

Commissioner Greenwald

____x___

_______

Mayor Wolk



____x___

_______

“OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW” ANNOUNCEMENT:

 This Meeting has been advertised and notices posted in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Minutes from the March 25, 2008 Caucus Meeting, the April 3, 2008 General Meeting, the April 22, 2008 Special Meeting Minutes of the Board of Commissioners were distributed and are now subject to approval.

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned minutes. The motion carried.
VOUCHER APPROVAL:

Vouchers were submitted for approval and are available for review.

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned vouchers. The motion carried.
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:

None

SECOND READING AND HEARING OF ORDINANCES:

None
RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 47-08
RESOLUTION APPOINTING PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 48-08
 SEWER RESOLUTION
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 49-08
 TAX RESOLUTION
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 50-08
AUTHORIZATION TO READ THE 2008 BUDGET BY TITLE ONLY
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 51-08
RESOLUTION FOR SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL 1882
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 52-08
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF MOUNT EPHRAIM IN THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY DETERMINING AND CERTIFYING AMOUNTS TO BE RAISED FOR SCHOOL TAXES FOR THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 53-08
RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE FIFTH AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS TO AMERICAN ASPHALT FOR THE BASE BID ONLY  IN THE AMOUNT OF $127,192.10 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None

NEW BUSINESS:
None

MERCANTILE LICENSE APPLICATIONS / RENEWALS:

1. CVS, 24 South Black Horse Pike

2. The StreetRod Store, LLC, 509 N. Black Horse Pike

3. Town Deli, LLC, 604 W. Kings Highway

4. Midas Auto Service Experts, 160 N. Black Horse Pike

5. The Budget Inn, 310 N. Black Horse Pike

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned Mercantile License Applications. The motion carried.

REPORTS:

1. Commissioner Gilmore’s Report – Commissioner Gilmore read the Fire Department Report for the month of April which included three vehicle fires and a total of forty-five calls for the month. He then read the Police Report for the month of April which included a total of 498 total calls. There were also 4 assaults, 12 domestic violence calls, 9 drug arrests and 8 juvenile complaints. Commissioner Gilmore then thanked the Celebration Committee for a job well done on the Craft Fair.
2. Commissioner Greenwald’s Report – Commissioner Greenwald read the Construction Department Report for the month of April in which 21 permits were granted totaling $5,272.00. He stated that at this time he did not have the DPW Report, but that they will pick up metal anytime as it is useful and profitable for the Borough.
3. Engineers Report – Mr. Federici stated the 3rd Avenue Project is now complete. He further indicated the CDBG Handicapped Ramps Project is complete. The next project, the Resurfacing of 5th Avenue is slated to begin next in a couple of weeks.
4. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Wolk read the Tax Collector’s Report for the month of April. He then indicated he had received notice that the Post Office is to open on May 19th. Mayor Wolk then indicated the Borough had received a Clean Community Grant for 2008. He then turned it over to the Auditor, Rob Inverso. Mr. Inverso explained the process of the State Aid the Borough has applied for.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION-BUDGET HEARING:

2008 BOROUGH OF MOUNT EPHRAIM BUDGET

Mayor Wolk opened the Budget Hearing to the public.
Theresa Ingram – Questioned what the Borough will do about the school budget in the meantime.
Mr. Rafferty explained the school budget, and how the school will operate.

Karen Campanell – Questioned what would be the increase to the taxpayer for the school budget.

Mr. Rafferty stated the increase would be from $84.00 per household to $89.00 per household.
Tom Crehan – Questioned how the 22cents increase translates to individual homes.

Mr. Inverso explained the budget process and the impact of several possible scenarios, indicating at this point we are just unsure about the direction the State is going to take.

Theresa Ingram- questioned whether the Borough is up for a tax re-evaluation.

Mr. Inverso advised that we are due for a tax re-evaluation and one would be coming, but not right now. 
Hearing no further comments, Mayor Wolk closed the Budget Hearing. A motion was made by Commissioner Gilmore to table the vote on the budget and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore. The motion carried.
RECORDED VOTE:
AYES
3
NAYS
0
ABSTAIN   0
ABSENT    0
Joseph E. Wolk

Bruce E. Greenwald

Andrew J. Gilmore

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Mike Burns, Thompson Avenue – Mr. Burns asked when his street will be paved, indicating he keeps hearing it will be done, but so far nothing has been done.

Mr. Federici indicated the State will only approve mostly thru streets. Commissioner Gilmore indicated he is hopeful the Borough DPW along with some Interlocal assistance from Bellmawr Borough, will be able to at least patch Thompson Ave.
Frank  Petricola – Mr. Petricola asked what could be done to get rid of the Bobet.

Mayor Wolk indicated the Borough has worked for years to try to assist in facilitating the sale of the Bobet. Commissioner Greenwald indicated we are working to try to improve the Borough with the Black Horse Pike Redevelopment Plan. Solicitor Marrazzo stated that unfortunately, the Borough cannot deny a business license due to constitutional constraints.
Joyce Levy, 101 Harding Avenue – Ms. Levy asked how do the residents go about doing a referendum to reinstate the police officers.

Solicitor Marrazzo advised Ms. Levy that this is not a referendum matter, but she is free to check the Statutes for the details. Mayor Wolk stated that at the last meeting, the Commissioners said that if there was any way we could bring the officer back, we would do the best we could. Everything is contingent on the budget, but we hope to have him back by July 2008.
Lou Greenwood – Mr. Greenwood indicated they are trying to utilize the “Rice Bill” since the Sheriff’s Office is trying to hire 20-25 new officers. He indicated he needs the help of municipalities to push this bill.
Chief Dobleman stated that we did apply for the Rice Bill. Brian Kramer, President of F.O.P. explained that this may not continue to be an issue. The F.O.P. understands that the Governing Body is committed to bringing this officer back.
Howard McCormick, Charles Street – Mr. McCormick stated that he was insulted by the pamphlet he received at his home and indicated he felt the police department owes the fire department an apology. He went on to make numerous statements regarding his experience with the fire department.
Theresa Ingram – Ms. Ingram questioned what the bottom line would be regarding the tax increase for the new firehouse and when would the increase hit.

Rob Inverso indicated the Borough had gone before the Local Finance Board for approval, and the approximate figure would be $270.00 over a 25 year period which would equal about 5.5 cents and would begin in 2009.

Rich Holmes presented a two-page information sheet about the firehouse project. He then explained the whole process, and the attempts to make it easier on the taxpayers, indicating this has been in the works for seven years. He stated the fire department budget for 2008 is $75,000. He then stated that while he understands the concern of the taxpayers, the only thing he found offensive was the indication that the project was being done “under the radar screen.” He announced there would be a public information meeting held at the firehouse on June 18th and further assured the residents that whether the project happens or not, the fire department would be there for the residents when called.
Dan Presiosi – indicated no one seems to remember the state of the economy now and that people are struggling to make ends meet. He questioned what would happen if we build the new firehouse and then we are told we have to share service with another town.

Mayor Wolk stated he did not have a crystal ball to know the future, and that he could only deal with what is presented now. He further stated he understood that people are struggling, but that he has to also be concerned about the safety of the residents as well. He stated that a bad economy does not stop fires, crime or backed-up sewers, but they are fighting to give the residents the best services possible.
Lenny Snowden – stated the Governor had an accident and appears to be brain dead. He then asked if the residents will have to foot this project on their own.
Rich Holmes further explained the numbers and indicated the Borough would have to pay for this without help from the State.

Dave Engle – asked who would own the building, to which Mayor Wolk stated the Borough would own the building.

Tom Crehan –asked if there was a plan for the current fire halls.

Mayor Wolk stated that Lambert Avenue would be the only one left and the plan is to make it a Community/Senior Center.

Mary Diana Corbett – stated the new owners of the Haddonfield Lumber site came into the Commissioners and asked for a tax break for the people that would be purchasing the new town homes. She wanted to know the answer from the Commissioners.
Mayor Wolk indicated that there is no answer at this time due to the fact that the Assessor is still in negotiations. Mr. Marrazzo, Borough Solicitor indicated the Borough can enter into a tax abatement agreement and/or do a P.I.L.O.T. (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) which reimburses the municipality.
Brian Kramer – stated he was disappointed that this became a thing between the Police/Fire Departments when the real issue is money. He further stated that the officer was not an “extra” man, and that Rich Holmes did a great job in presenting the project.
Theresa Ingram – stated the Governor is really pushing shared services and questioned whether we should share services and whether if we did, would the costs be shared as well.
Eric Riso, Borough Solicitor explained how shared services work and how the costs are shared.

Walt Reed – stated the Borough shares ambulances already.

Mayor Wolk wished everyone a safe holiday and watch for the Memorial Day celebrations. Hearing no further comments, Mayor Wolk closed the Public Portion.

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

Michelle LeViege

Acting Borough Clerk
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