June 5, 2008 General meeting


MINUTES OF THE JUNE 5, 2008 GENERAL MEETING OF THE HONORABLE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOROUGH OF MT. EPHRAIM

MEETING CALL TO ORDER:



Mayor Wolk called the meeting to order at 8:05 pm.
SALUTE TO FLAG:
All present pledged their allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
ROLL CALL:


PRESENT

ABSENT

Commissioner Gilmore

___x_____

_______

Commissioner Greenwald

___x_____

_______

Mayor Wolk



___x_____

_______

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Joseph Marrazzo and Eric Riso, Borough Solicitors

Joseph Frederici and Douglas Aiken, Borough Engineers

“OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW” ANNOUNCEMENT:

 This Meeting has been advertised and notices posted in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
None
PRESENTATIONS:



1.
Nick Devecchis from New Jersey American Water Company presented a check for  $1,500.00 to Laura Laramar of the Alzheimer’s Foundation.  Mayor Wolk explained that he had won a drawing at the recent NJ Conference of Mayors meeting allowing him to designate a charity of his choice to receive this donation from NJAWC, and this organization was his choice.  Laura expressed her great appreciation for this wonderful program and for being chosen.
2. The Commissioners presenting a Plaque of Appreciation to Bernice AliBrando, who was present, and to Jeff Vilardo, who couldn’t attend, for their hard work on the new Mount Ephraim Website.
3.
Commissioner Gilmore, on behalf of the Board of Commissioners and the community, presented Plaques of Appreciation to Officers Dan Tokolish and Scott Pezzano, who recently retired from the Mt. Ephraim Police Department, in appreciation for their many years of service.  The presentation to Sgt. Richard Emmett was postponed as he could not attend.  Commissioner Gilmore gave a brief summary of each of the retired officer’s careers and personal highlights from his service with them.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Minutes from the April 22, 2008 Caucus Meeting and the May 1, 2008 General Meeting of the Board of Commissioners were distributed and are now subject to approval.

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned minutes. The motion carried.
VOUCHER APPROVAL:

Vouchers were submitted for approval and are available for review.
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned vouchers. The motion carried.
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:

None

SECOND READING AND HEARING OF ORDINANCES:
None
RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 54-08
DEDICATION BY RIDER (MUNICIPAL PUBLIC DEFENDERS LAW)

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 55-08
DEDICATION BY RIDER (PARKING OFFENSES ADJUDICATION ACT)


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 56-08
RESOLUTION APPROVING 2008-2009 LIQUOR LICENSES


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 57-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF THE PERFORMANCE BONDS FOR WALGREENS AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF MAINTENANCE BOND IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,443.55


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 58-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND FOR THE GLAD TIDINGS ASSEMBLY OF GOD SITE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE BOROUGH OF MOUNT EPHRAIM

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 59-08
RESOLUTION RELEASING THE FUNDS EXCEEDING THE REQUIRED BALANCE OF $2,000.00 IN THE CVS ESCROW ACCOUNT

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 60-08
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS FOR THE BOROUGH OF MOUNT EPHRAIM


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 61-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 DECREASING THE AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT WITH AMERICAN ASPHALT COMPANY, INC. BY $28,682.05 FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF GREEN AVENUE


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 62-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE AND EXECUTION OF A TERMINATION AND RELEASE AGREEMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 63-08
RESOLUTION APPOINTING ACTING BOROUGH CLERK

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. Roll call vote:

RECORDED VOTE:
AYES
3
NAYS
0
ABSTAIN   0
ABSENT    0
Joseph E. Wolk

X

Bruce E. Greenwald

X

Andrew J. Gilmore

X

The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 64-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT THE FY 2009 STATE ROAD AID APPLICATION

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 65-08
RESOLUTION CORRECTING SEWER CHARGES


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:
None
MERCANTILE LICENSE APPLICATIONS / RENEWALS:
1.
Carollo’s, 1 North Black Horse Pike
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned License. The motion carried
BINGO LICENSE:

1. Sacred Heart Church, Bingo License Application No. 338

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned License. The motion carried
REPORTS:

1. Commissioner Gilmore’s Report – Commissioner Gilmore read the Police Department report for the month of May 2008 which included 41 ambulance assists, 15 alarms, 12 domestic violence calls, 8 drug offenses, 23 motor vehicle accidents, 10 DWI arrests, and 43 adult arrests. There were a total of 487 total calls for the month.  Commissioner Gilmore then read the Fire Department report for the month of April 2008, which included 1building fire, 15 mutual aid assignments and a total of 35 calls for the month. 

2. Commissioner Greenwald’s Report – Commissioner Greenwald gave a report of the Department of Public Works detailing the number of construction permits issued and noting  the quantity of recycling picked up under the new program.  He reported that the PW yard had been inspected by NJDEP and passed.  He also advised that with the planned new fire station to be built on Bell Ave, there has been discussion of uses for the soon to be unused fire station building at Lambert Ave.  Use as a Senior Center and/or Emergency Management facility are under discussion.  He noted that the old Lumberyard has been torn down and new townhouses are under construction.  There is a lot of activity planned including the July 4 parade with baby and bike parades starting at 9 am and 10 am respectively with the main parade stepping off at 12 noon.  There will be a fishing tournament for kids on July 12 and the County will be sponsoring a musical concert at the Little League fields the evening of July 23.
3. Engineers Report – The Borough Engineer, Joe Federici, reported that the work on 3rd Avenue is complete with just punch list items left. The 5th Avenue project will begin next week.  The CDBG Handicapped Ramps project is also complete.  He reported that the Kings Highway Streetscape phase 2 proposal is in the hands of the NJ DEP for approval of environmental items.  We are now waiting for NJDOT to authorize it to be put out to bid.  Finally, he noted that the Borough had just authorized them to submit an application for State Road aid funding for fiscal year 2009.
4. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Wolk read the Tax Collector’s Report for April 2008 and noted receipt of the Finance Officer’s reports for March and April of 2008.  He reported on the wonderful event he attended on May 20 where Michele Stevenson was crowned Miss Mt. Ephraim.  He also stated there was a good response to this year’s Memorial Day event.  He pointed out that the new Mt. Ephraim Post Office was finally open, although one year later than promised.  An awning and Mt. Ephraim sign are still to be installed.  Finally, he reminded everyone that the next meetings of the Commissioners would be the June 27 Workshop meeting and the July 3 General meeting.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Chris Young, Fourth Avenue - Mr. Young talked about the recent letter from the Clerk stating this was the final notice for registering dogs.  He complained that it was, in actuality, the first notice he and his neighbors had received.  In all prior years they received a reminder notice in January.  He was told by the Clerk that these notices were only a courtesy and dog owners should know to renew their registration on time.  He believes he should not have to pay the late notice but should get at least 30 days to pay after being billed, like any other bill.
Mayor Wolk apologized for the fact that notices did not go out early in the year as in the past.  We are trying to correct this and won’t let it happen again.  However, since most have paid the late fee, he doesn’t see how someone else can be exempt, just because they complained.  Eric Riso, Borough Solicitor, advised that to do so would be selective enforcement.  We can’t charge the late fee to one person and not all.

Eric Reimer, Fourth Street – Mr. Reimer reiterated the previous complaint and stated he remembers getting the early letter for the past 12 years.  He understood that the penalty for the first late registration was $10 while $5 was added after the final notice.  Now, they are required to pay $15 after just the final notice letter, which was their first notice.
Commissioner Greenwald suggested that dog owners should know when their annual registration renewals are due, even without reminder letters.  However, he noted that plans were to go back to early reminder notices in the future.
Tedi Marville, Sartori Ave. - Mrs. Marville stated that she believes that the construction work on a new house across the street from her has resulted in sidewalk cracking in front of her property and on the property next door to the project.  She believes that the construction vehicles going in and out of the property under construction have run over her sidewalk and her neighbors sidewalk.  She explained her efforts to track down the builder, eventually getting to him through the Borough’s Construction office.  However, he denied any responsibility.  She also complained about work going on from 7 am to 11 pm, seven days a week, including over Memorial Day weekend.

Commissioner Gilmore reviewed the ordinance on times for work with the Solicitor.  He reported that the rules only allow work from 7 am to 6 pm on weekdays without a special permit from the Construction Official.  He suggested that anyone having a problem with a violation should call the Police Department.  Commissioner Greenwald promised to advise the Construction Official of this situation so he can direct the contractor to comply in the future.  Mayor Wolk asked the Borough Engineer to inspect the sidewalks and work with the homeowners and the contractor to determine responsibility and resolve the dispute.
COMMENTS BY OFFICIALS:

None

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

RESOLUTION NO. 66-08
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. Roll call vote:

RECORDED VOTE:
AYES
3
NAYS
0
ABSTAIN   0
ABSENT    0
Joseph E. Wolk

X

Bruce E. Greenwald

X

Andrew J. Gilmore

X

The motion carried.  The closed session started at 8:50 pm.
RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION:

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to return to public session. The motion carried
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

Richard B. Schwab

Acting Borough Clerk
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