

September 4, 2008 General Meeting Minutes


SEPTEMBER4, 2008 General Meeting
Minutes

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOROUGH OF MT. EPHRAIM

MEETING CALL TO ORDER:



Mayor Wolk called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm.
SALUTE TO FLAG:

All present pledged their allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
ROLL CALL:


PRESENT

ABSENT

Commissioner Gilmore

____X____

_______

Commissioner Greenwald

____X____

_______

Mayor Wolk



____X____

_______

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Joseph Marrazzo & Eric Riso, Borough Solicitors

Doug Aiken, Borough Engineer

Ed Dobleman, Police Chief & Brian Beppel, Police Captain

Rich Holmes, Fire Company President

Marie Darlington, Tax Collector

“OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW” ANNOUNCEMENT:

 Mayor Wolk announced that this Meeting has been advertised and notices posted in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  None



MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Minutes from the following meetings of the Board of Commissioners were distributed and are now subject to approval:
1. July 22, 2008 Special Meeting

2. July 22, 2008 Caucus Meeting

3. August 7, 2008 General Meeting
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned minutes. The motion carried.
VOUCHER APPROVAL:

Vouchers were submitted for approval and are available for review.
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned vouchers. The motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES:
ORDINANCE NO. 9-08

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE SALARIES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES FOR THE YEAR 2008
Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the Public.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 10-08
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF GREASE TRAPS
Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the Public.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 11-08

BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE COMPLETION OF VARIOUS ROAD AND RELATED IMPROVEMENTS; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $215,000; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $204,250

Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the Public.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 12-08     BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF SEWER UTILITY EQUIPMENT AND THE COMPLETION OF SEWER UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $62,500; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $59,375 

Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the Public.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 13-08

BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $132,400; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $125,780

Commissioner Gilmore made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 13-08 to add to section 7-A which lists the equipment to be covered by this ordinance, the words “Acquisition of a Sport Utility Vehicle for the Police Department”.  He explained that this does not change the total amount authorized.  The vehicle cost will be offset by a reduction in the cost of other items on the initial list.  This enables the department to be in a position to replace a patrol vehicle which may not make it through this budget year. 

Seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

ROLL CALL on the amendment:
Mayor Wolk:



yes







Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the public on the ordinance AS AMENDED.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance, as amended, and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:    None
RESOLUTIONS:
The following resolutions were read and summarized by the Clerk:

RESOLUTION NO. 99-08
CANCELLATION OF 2008 TAX BALANCES DUE TO DEDUCTION CHANGES


RESOLUTION NO. 100-08
RESOLUTION ADJUSTING OR CORRECTING WATER CHARGES FOR CERTAIN ACCOUNTS
RESOLUTION NO. 101-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF THE PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR THE KWK2, LLC, RETAIL LIQUOR PROJECT
RESOLUTION NO. 102-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHAPTER 159 BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR REVENUE FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND – FIFTH AVENUE
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt, as a group, all the aforementioned resolutions -

Nos. 99-08 through 102-08.   The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 103-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF MT. EPHRAIM TO PROCEED WITH FORECLOSURE ON PROPERTY AT 324 DAVIS AVE
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 104-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SIGNING OF AN INTERLOCAL SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF RUNNEMEDE TO PROVIDE LINE STIPING SERVICES
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 105-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SIGNING OF AN INTERLOCAL SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF BELLMAWR TO RECEIVE ROAD RESURFACING SERVICES

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 106-08
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE YEAR 30 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT AGREEMENT WITH CAMDEN COUNTY 

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 107-08
RESOLUTION MAKING VARIOUS DESIGNATIONS FOR PUBLIC WORKS PERSONNEL
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 108-08
RESOLUTION SETTING THE POLICY FOR USE OF PERSONAL CELL PHONES FOR BOROUGH BUSINESS BY COMMISSIONERS AND OTHER KEY BOROUGH EMPLOYEES

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 109-08
RESOLUTION ENDORSING APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT TO SERVE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT THE FALL FESTIVAL

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Mayor Wolk to adopt the aforementioned resolution. 
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Wolk:



yes






   Commissioner Gilmore:

      abstain
   





   Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

   The motion carried 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:
MERCANTILE LICENSE APPLICATIONS / RENEWALS:  None
1.
McDonald’s Restaurant

259 South Black Horse Pike

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. 

The motion carried.

BINGO LICENSE:  None
REPORTS:

1. Commissioner Gilmore’s Report – Commissioner Gilmore read the Fire Department report for the month of August.  He noted that there were 35 incidents that the department responded to.  Commissioner Gilmore also read the Police Department report for the month of August 2008 and highlighted the following: 44 adult arrests of for various crimes and 2 juvenile arrests. There were 187 motor vehicle stops with a total of 312 total calls for the month.  He noted that school is back in session so everyone should drive with care, pay attention to signs, obey laws near schools and follow the direction of the crossing guards.  He also wished the Celebrations Association good luck with the upcoming Fall Festival.  
2. Commissioner Greenwald’s Report - Commissioner Greenwald reported that the Public Works department had collected more than 66,000 pounds of recycling in August as part of the single stream recycling program and over 206 tons of trash.  The recycling did bring in $11,000 in income but wants more participation.  He reported on graffiti removal at two parks and cleaning of grease from sewer mains.  He noted that Thompson Avenue was scheduled to be paved next week under the shared service agreement with Bellmawr Borough.  Finally, he expressed his hope for a large turnout at the Fall Festival at the Little League fields.
3. Mayor’s Report - Mayor Wolk read the Tax Collector’s Report for July 2008 showing receipts of $188,839.21 in various categories.  He also noted receipt of the Finance Officer’s reports for August of 2008 showing cash on hand of $334,391.50 at the end of the month.  
4. Engineers Report – Doug Aiken of the Borough Engineer’s office reported that Third Ave and Fifth Ave state aid road projects were substantially complete with only a few punch list items left to do.  He noted we have not heard from the state on the 2009 state aid application.  New bids were sent out for the planned speed humps for Fourth Ave due to technical problems with the original bids.  Finally, he reported that he is working with the Public Works department to look at how to provide back-up electric power for the Park Ave. sewer pump station that lost power due to a lightning strike during a recent storm.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
Mrs. Lucretia Helm, 201 Sixth Ave. asked about recent burglaries in her neighborhood.  She was glad the culprit was caught and asked about who he was.  Commissioner Gilmore advised that he was not a Mt. Ephraim resident.  Chief Dobleman gave a detailed account of the arrest and noted the overgrowth near the tracks that may be where he concealed himself.  He thanked area residents that called in during this daylight crime.  The items taken should be able to be recovered.
Mr. John Gugel, 205 Sixth Ave. noted there have been 7 burglaries and asked how many this perpetrator is suspected of doing?  Chief Dobleman advised he is connected only to the two of them from that morning.   The others were domestic incidents with family members accused of the crimes.

There was discussion of who has the authority to keep the overgrowth cut near the tracks.  Mayor Wolk felt that if necessary the Borough would cut it and bill the owner but in the past, no payment was received.  Chief Dobleman noted that in this case there were large trees and it could be Conrail property.

Mr. Angelo DiLorenzo, 206 Sixth Ave. noted that the areas between Fifth and Sixth is so heavy the Police would never be able to see through.

Mr. John Senft, 210 Sixth Ave. advised that on the other side of his property at the woods and weeds he found a tunnel, cases of beer and trash.  He knows the Police has been there as he has called six times.  There were comments about whose property it is as it is adjacent to 305 Pennsylvania and the Conrail property.
Mr. Senth also asked about a prior case against his property and what was the outcome.  Chief Dobleman advised he would check.  There was discussion about the lack of information in local media on crimes in Mt. Ephraim.  Mayor Wolk advised that the Gloucester City News covers these items.  Commissioner Gilmore encouraged the neighbors involvement in plans for a Town Watch.  Chief Dobleman also advised that his department is working on plans for phone contacts when these items happen.  He will talk to these neighbors about these issues.
Mr. DiLenzo confirmed with Commissioner Greenwald that the $11,000 for recycling was for the year to date.

COMMENTS BY OFFICIALS:
Mayor Wolk announced that all Borough Departments are ready for the storm predicted for Saturday.  He also reminded everyone that the next Commissioner meetings would be September 23 at 3 pm for the Workshop meeting and October 2 at 8 pm for the next General meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
RESOLUTION NO. 110 – 08
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 


A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. The motion carried.  The executive session started at 8:40 pm.  The meeting returned to open session at 9:15 pm

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at   9:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard B. Schwab

Acting Borough Clerk
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