

November 6, 2008 General Meeting Minutes


NOVEMBER 6, 2008 General Meeting
Minutes

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOROUGH OF MT. EPHRAIM

MEETING CALL TO ORDER:



Mayor Wolk called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm.
SALUTE TO FLAG:

All present pledged their allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
ROLL CALL:


PRESENT

ABSENT

Commissioner Gilmore

____X____

_______

Commissioner Greenwald

____X____

_______

Mayor Wolk



____X____

_______

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Joseph Marrazzo, Borough Solicitor
Joe Federici & Doug Aiken, Borough Engineer

Brian Beppel, Police Captain

Rich Holmes, Fire Company President

Mario Scullen, Fire Chief

Marie Darlington, Tax Collector

“OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW” ANNOUNCEMENT:

 Mayor Wolk announced that this Meeting has been advertised and notices posted in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  None
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Minutes from the following meetings of the Board of Commissioners were distributed and are now subject to approval:
1. September 23, 2008 Caucus Meeting

2. October 2, 2008 General Meeting
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned minutes. The motion carried.
VOUCHER APPROVAL:

Vouchers were submitted for approval and are available for review.
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned vouchers. The motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES:  
ORDINANCE NO.14-08
AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING INSPECTIONS AND ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF CONTINUED OCCUPANCY, UPON CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF RESIDENTIAL PREMISES DUE TO SALE
Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the Public.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO.15-08
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF CERTAIN PREMISES OWNED BY THE BOROUGH OF MOUNT EPHRAIM TO THE MOUNT EPHRAIM FIRE DEPARTMENT

Mayor Wolk opened the Hearing to the Public.

Hearing no comment, Mayor Wolk closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mayor Wolk and seconded by Commissioner Greenwald

to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance and advertise same according to law. 
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes
Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:    
ORDINANCE NO. 16-08

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 75A ENTITLED “BRUSH, GRASS AND WEEDS” TO CHANGE THE NOTICE PROVISIONS FOR VIOLATIONS

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by

Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance on first reading

and advertise same for a public hearing at the December 4, 2008 meeting as

required by law. 
             ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes





Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried
ORDINANCE NO. 17-08

AN ORDINANCE FOR DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by

Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance on first reading

and advertise same for a public hearing at the December 4, 2008 meeting as

required by law. 
             ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes





Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried
ORDINANCE NO. 18-08

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5 ENTITLED “EXECUTION OF CHECKS AND WARRANTS” TO DETERMINE THE REQUIRED SIGNATURES

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by

Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance on first reading

and advertise same for a public hearing at the December 4, 2008 meeting as

required by law. 
             ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes





Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried
ORDINANCE NO. 19 -08

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 66B ENTITLED “PEACE AND GOOD ORDER”

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by

Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance on first reading

and advertise same for a public hearing at the December 4, 2008 meeting as

required by law. 
             ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes





Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried
RESOLUTIONS:
The following resolutions were read and summarized by the Clerk:

RESOLUTION NO. 123-08
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

RESOLUTION NO. 124-08
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE CANCELLATION OF TAXES ON PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE FIRE COMPANY
RESOLUTION NO. 125-08         RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE CREDIT FOR TAX OVERPAYMENT 
  A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt, as a group, all the aforementioned resolutions -

Nos. 123-08 through 125-08.   The motion carried
RESOLUTION NO. 126-08
RESOLUTION MAKING BOROUGH HALL STAFF APPOINTMENTS

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. 
The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 127-08
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT WITH CONSULTING FIRM FOR BOROUGH HALL SUPPORT SERVICES

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. 
The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 128-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ATTENDANCE AT THE 2008 NJ LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES CONFERENCE AND ADVANCEMENT OF PAYMENT FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES

  RESOLUTION NO. 129-08
RESOLUTION TO REJECT BIDS FOR PURCHASE OF POLICE VEHICLE AND RE-ADVERTISE FOR RECEIPT OF SEALED BIDS

RESOLUTION NO. 130-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 4WD PICK UP TRUCK FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT UNDER STATE CONTRACT #A71012
RESOLUTION NO. 131-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHAPTER 159 BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR REVENUE FROM DEVELOPMENT FEES AUTHORIZED UNDER THE COAH APPROVED AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN
RESOLUTION NO. 132-08
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING RECIPIENTS FOR THE CAMDEN COUNTY HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM
 RESOLUTION NO. 133-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT WITH AMERICAN ASPHALT COMPANY, INC. BY $5,759.10 FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF FIFTH AVENUE
RESOLUTION NO. 134-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COSTS FOR REMOVAL OF HIGH GRASS TO BE CHARGED AGAINST THE PROPERTY PER SECTION 75A-3

RESOLUTION NO. 135-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER #1 OF BUDGET AMOUNTS
RESOLUTION NO. 136-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHAPTER 159 BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR REVENUE FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DRUNK DRIVING ENFORCEMENT GRANT 

RESOLUTION NO 137 – 08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN WITH VARIOUS OTHER COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES TO COMPROMISE THE CAMDEN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER CONSORTIUM FOR THE PROVISION OF ANIMAL SHELTER SERVICES

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt, as a group, all the aforementioned resolutions -

Nos. 128-08 through 137-08.   The motion carried
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:
MERCANTILE LICENSE APPLICATIONS / RENEWALS:  None
BINGO/RAFFLE LICENSES: 
1. Sacred Heart Church, Raffle License Application No. R-339

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. 

The motion carried.

2. Sacred Heart Church, Bingo License Application No. B-340

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned resolution. 

The motion carried.

REPORTS:

1. Commissioner Gilmore’s Report – Commissioner Gilmore read the Fire Department report for the month of October noting that there were 45 incidents that the department responded to highlighting 2 alarms, 1 EMS assist, 4 drills, 8 investigations, 14 mutual aid responses, 8 motor vehicle accidents and one vehicle fire.  He noted there were 41 fire responses year to date.  He reminded everyone that the Fire Department’s annual Holiday lights parade will be December 13 with Santa Claus a the Fire House for pictures.  Commissioner Gilmore also read the Police Department report for the month of October 2008 and highlighted the 503 calls received with examples such as 22 alarm calls, 34 ambulance assists, 16 drug offenses, 23 motor vehicle accidents, 23 suspicious person calls and 10 “9-1-1 verifications.  There were 39 adult arrests and 5 juvenile arrests and 45 out of town warrants served.  He reported that the speed humps were finally installed on Fourth Avenue with improved markings still to be installed.  There are positives as well as negative with these.  The situation will be closely monitored.  He offered a Happy Thanksgiving wish to all residents and employees from his wife Linda and himself.

2. Commissioner Greenwald’s Report - Commissioner Greenwald noted the fact that this would be Richard Schwab’s last meeting as the Clerk and thanked him, giving him high marks for helping the Borough.  He noted receipt of the building departments report for October showing 23 construction permits issued generating $17,973 in fees and a value of construction work as $1,273,316.  He also reviewed the Public Works department report stating that recycling continues to do well, collecting 62,340 pounds of recycling.  He expressed his belief that the Fourth Ave speed humps are slowing down vehicles as desired.  He reported on a meeting with the Borough Engineer and County officials concerning the need to replace a sinking manhole on Market St.  Discussions are also progressing to deal with the Walgreens corner of Kings Highway and the Black Horse Pike to solve accident issues.  Commissioner Greenwald also noted that there are plans for adding a back up generator to the Harding Ave sewage pump station.  He offered his wishes to all from he and his family for a Happy Thanksgiving and reminded everyone of the December 6 lunch with Santa at the MEPRI Hall.
3. Engineers Report – Joe Federici of the Borough Engineer’s office added to Commissioner Greenwald’s report covering items his office is involved in by noting that NJDOT has the Borough’s 2009 road aid application and will be issuing an award soon.

4. Mayor’s Report - Mayor Wolk read the Tax Collector’s Report for September 2008 showing total receipts of $1,963,867.22 in various categories.  He also noted receipt of the Finance Officer’s reports for October of 2008 showing cash on hand of $1,930,080.22 at the end of the month.  He reported that redevelopment of the north end of the Pike is being discussed, especially with the motel at 710 Black Horse Pike up for sale.  He commented that there is no money to buy anything, referencing budget shortfalls in the big cities.  However, he assured everyone that Mt. Ephraim’s finances were in good shape.  He thanked Richard Schwab for his efforts as Clerk and expressed his confidence in Marie Darlington who will take over as Acting Clerk.  Finally, he joined the other Commissioners wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  He noted that the next Workshop meeting is November 25 at 3 pm.  He asked Bernice Alibrando to include workshop meetings on the web site list of meetings.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None
COMMENTS BY OFFICIALS:
Tax Collector Marie Darlington expressed her appreciation for Richard Schwab’s service as Acting Clerk and that having worked with him, she appreciated his effectiveness in keeping everyone informed of what was going on.  She said she was confident she spoke for others in the office.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at   8:26 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard B. Schwab

Acting Borough Clerk
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