

October 2, 2008 General Meeting Minutes


OCTOBER 2, 2008 General Meeting
Minutes

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOROUGH OF MT. EPHRAIM

MEETING CALL TO ORDER:



Mayor Wolk called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm.
SALUTE TO FLAG:

All present pledged their allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
ROLL CALL:


PRESENT

ABSENT

Commissioner Gilmore

____X____

_______

Commissioner Greenwald

____X____

_______

Mayor Wolk



____X____

_______

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Joseph Marrazzo, Borough Solicitor
Joe Federici & Doug Aiken, Borough Engineer

Ed Dobleman, Police Chief & Brian Beppel, Police Captain

Rich Holmes, Fire Company President

Mario Scullen, Fire Chief

Marie Darlington, Tax Collector

“OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW” ANNOUNCEMENT:

 Mayor Wolk announced that this Meeting has been advertised and notices posted in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  
1. Blue Star Banner Day Proclamation and presentations – Commissioner Gilmore introduced the families of five Mt. Ephraim residents in military service, Sergeant First Class Priscilla Blogojevich, Staff Sergeant John Blogojevich, Specialist Nicholas Rabeau, Specialist Martin Coogan, and Private First Class Marcus Wild, who have begun their service overseas or were about to go.  He explained the history of the Blue Star banner hung in the window of a family who have a loved one overseas in military deployment and explained that through the generosity of the local Rotary Club, these banners are being given out tonight to those families.  He also introduced representatives of local groups who provide support to these families and to the military.  They include Jim Conley of the American Legion Post 150, Ed McManus of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6262, Karen Popelak of the Troop Support 08059 and Debbie Gifford of the Support Our Group Effort.  On behalf of the Borough, Jim Connelly read the Proclamation of Support and declaration of October 2, 2008 at Blue Star Banner Day in Mount Ephraim and handed the proclamations and banners to the families and military personnel along with Commissioner Gilmore and the other Commissioners and organization representatives.
2.
Mount Ephraim Hawks Baseball team Proclamation presentation –Commissioner Gilmore also read the proclamation congratulating the coaches and players on the senior little league team representing Mt. Ephraim for their success in reaching their highest level ever for the second year in a row by winning the District 14 Senior League All Star Championship while competing for a spot in the Little League World Series.  He presented the manager, two coaches and 12 players with certified copies of the proclamation.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Minutes from the following meetings of the Board of Commissioners were distributed and are now subject to approval:
1. August 26, 2008 Caucus Meeting

2. September 4, 2008 General Meeting
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned minutes. The motion carried.
VOUCHER APPROVAL:

Vouchers were submitted for approval and are available for review.
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve the aforementioned vouchers. The motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES:  None
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:    
ORDINANCE NO.14-08

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING INSPECTIONS AND ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF CONTINUED OCCUPANCY, UPON CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF RESIDENTIAL PREMISES DUE TO SALE
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by

Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance on first reading

and advertise same for a public hearing at the November 6, 2008 meeting as

required by law. 
             ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes





Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried
ORDINANCE NO.15-08
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF CERTAIN PREMISES OWNED BY THE BOROUGH OF MOUNT EPHRAIM TO THE MOUNT EPHRAIM FIRE DEPARTMENT
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by

Commissioner Gilmore to adopt the aforementioned Ordinance on first reading

and advertise same for a public hearing at the November 6, 2008 meeting as

required by law. 
             ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolk:



yes





Commissioner Gilmore:

yes





Commissioner Greenwald:

yes

The motion carried
RESOLUTIONS:
The following resolutions were read and summarized by the Clerk:

RESOLUTION NO. 111-08
AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER CREDIT BALANCES


RESOLUTION NO. 112-08
RESOLUTION ADJUSTING OR CORRECTING WATER CHARGES FOR CERTAIN ACCOUNTS
RESOLUTION NO. 113-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHAPTER 159 BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR REVENUE FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT
RESOLUTION NO. 114-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RETURN OF A STREET OPENING SECURITY DEPOSIT

RESOLUTION NO. 115-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SIGNING OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN TO PROVIDE SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL SERVICES
RESOLUTION NO. 116-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOTICES TO REMOVE HIGH WEEDS AND GRASS PER SECTION 75A-3

RESOLUTION NO. 117-08
RESOLUTION APPOINTING ARCHITECT FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE LAMBERT ROAD FIRE STATION FOR COMMUNITY USE
RESOLUTION NO. 118-08
RESOLUTION APPOINTING ARCHITECT FOR THE LIBRARY ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT
RESOLUTION NO. 119-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR SEALED BIDS FOR A POLICE VEHICLE
RESOLUTION NO. 120-08
RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE INSTALLATION OF SPEED HUMPS ON FOURTH AVE.
RESOLUTION NO. 121-08
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS 

TO THE MT. EPHRAIM FIRE DEPARTMENT

RESOLUTION NO. 122-08
RESOLUTION MAKING BOROUGH HALL STAFF APPOINTMENT-DEPUTY REGISTRAR
A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adopt, as a group, all the aforementioned resolutions -

Nos. 111-08 through 122-08.   The motion carried
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:
MERCANTILE LICENSE APPLICATIONS / RENEWALS:  None
BINGO LICENSE:  None
REPORTS:

1. Commissioner Gilmore’s Report – Commissioner Gilmore introduced Mr. Rich Raiczyk, Rotary Club President and thanked him for their club’s purchase of the Blue Star banners.  He also encouraged residents to participate in the October 11 Heros Memorial Run beginning at the Bell Ave fire house, in memory of our fallen firefighters.  He read the Fire Department report for the month of September notin that there were 32 incidents that the department responded to totaling 476 for the year and over 6000 man hours volunteered.  Commissioner Gilmore also read the Police Department report for the month of September 2008 and highlighted the 28 adult arrests and 2 juvenile arrests along with over 200 motor vehicle summonses issued.  There have been 217 cases to date. He thanked the Celebrations Association for their work at the very successful Fall Festival.  He especially enjoyed his time in the dunk tank.
2. Commissioner Greenwald’s Report - Commissioner Greenwald advised he had received the building departments report showing 23 construction permits issued for September generating $4, 714 in fees..  He also reported that the Public Works department had collected 6,200 pounds less trash than the same month of the prior year plus 28,000 more pounds of recycling, showing the benefit of the recycling program.  He noted with concern the need to repair equipment vandalized at Norcross Park.  He announced that the Philadelphia airport was holding meetings on their planned changes, the closest in Paulsboro on October 21.  He further cited the excellent cooperation and services provided for the Fall Festival by the Fire Department, Police Department and Public Works Department in working with the Little League, PTO, Canals Liquors and the Festival Committee.  He also said the great weather was a big plus for the successful event.
3. Mayor’s Report - Mayor Wolk read the Tax Collector’s Report for August 2008 showing receipts of $623,104.77 in various categories.  He also noted receipt of the Finance Officer’s reports for September of 2008 showing cash on hand of $809,652.55 at the end of the month.  Finally, he joined the other Commissioners in praising the Fall Festival and thanking all who participated.
4. Engineers Report – Joe Federici of the Borough Engineer’s office reported that Third Ave and Fifth Ave state aid road projects still had punch list items left to do.  he reported that he continues to work with the Public Works department to look at how to provide back-up electric power for the Park Ave. sewer pump station that lost power due to a lightning strike during a recent storm.  Finally, he noted that with the award of the bids for the speed humps on Fourth Avenue, work should start later in the month.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
Mr. Stan Alcavage, 15 Remington Ave., brought up a long standing problem with a neighbor.  It involved where the neighbors driveway is which is too close to the property line.  The neighbor uses Mr. Alcavage’s property to get from the street to his garage. The Solicitor advised that this is a civil matter and not within the jurisdiction of the Commissioners.  He advised Mr. Alcavage to discuss with his attorney what steps to take.  Commissioner Gilmore explained his understanding of the trespassing statute requiring signs and notice so that a criminal complaint can be signed.  Commissioner Greenwald suggested installing a fence.  Mt. Alcavage stated the neighbor would rip down signs and knock down any fence.  He understands the Borough can’t do anything.  
COMMENTS BY OFFICIALS:
Mayor Wolk reminded everyone that the next Commissioner meetings would be October 28 at 3 pm for the Workshop meeting and November 6 at 8 pm for the next General meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Commissioner Greenwald and seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at   8:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard B. Schwab

Acting Borough Clerk
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